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Introduction 

Among America’s many natural beauties, Yosemite is among the best. It is located in the 

Sierra Nevada, central California. Yosemite is bounded by Stanislaus National Forest and Sierra 

National Forest in the Northwest and Southwest, respectively.  The park covers an area of about 

748,436 acres. It extends to 4 counties, namely Mariposa, Tuolumne, Mono, and Madera County. 

Yosemite draws its boundary between earth and heaven. Yosemite has many praises, including 

being considered as "God's First Temples," offering attraction and life in abundance inside the 

national park. The park in California attracts visitors in millions of numbers annually. The 

visitors come to embrace and enjoy the remarkable landmarks that grace Yosemite, such as the 

Brivadalveil Fall, enormous Sequoia trees, the El Capitan, and Half Dome cliffs granite cliffs, 

glaciers, biodiversity, and meadows. This document addresses the Yosemite national park and its 

history. 

Yosemite was established as a national park to protect the remarkable landmarks for 

future generations. It was developed by John Muir, who influenced the conservation program of 

President Theodore Roosevelt and helped in founding environmental conservation called the 

Sierra Club.  John Muir did this in 1890 by changing Congress to establish Yosemite as a 

national park. Before its establishment, Yosemite was a settlement area for the Ahwahneechee-

Native Americans. It is formerly known as the Yosemite valley. Conflicts grew in 1848 as new 

settlers from the "California Gold Rush" came into Yosemite. The drawing of new immigrants 

after the "Mariposa Indian War" led to the displacement of native residents. In 1855, Yosemite 

received its first set of visitors. It steadily cultivated public interest as people began noticing the 

beautiful region (Ness, 2016). Mass attendance was a cause for alarm and increased the need for 

protection of the park. In 1864, it was changed into a state park. The expansion and development 
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of Yosemite brought saw wagon roads in the 1870s. Through Muir's eye for appreciating nature, 

he talked about how safeguarding natural landscapes was important. His influence drove the 

government to transform and protect the state park to become a national park. Yosemite was 

visited for the first time with over a million tourists in 1954 and was given the name "UNESCO 

world heritage." 

Over 4 million people visit Yosemite every year. They spend the majority of the time in 

the Yosemite valley that is up to 18 km squared. It is the least fragmented and the most 

significant habitat blocks. The park is a habitat and supports a wide range of biodiversity animals 

and plants. It is elevated from a variety of 13,114 feet up and 2,127 feet from the ground. 

Yosemite contains several vegetation zones, including oak and chaparral woodland, upper 

montane forest, lower montane forest, alpine, and Sulphine zone. California has over 7000 

species of plants with the Sierra Nevada, accounting for 50 percent of them. Twenty percent of 

Sierra Nevada's plant species came from Yosemite (Green, 2018). Over 160 rare plants are 

suitably located in the park. Additionally, Yosemite boasts of unique geological formations and 

soils that are characterized uniquely where most of the plants grow.  

Yosemite has the geology of older rock remnants and granite rocks. The Sierra Nevada 

was uplifted and tilted over ten million years ago to form the dramatic eastern slopes and the 

western slopes that are gentle. The uplift resulted in steepness increase in riverbeds and streams, 

which caused deep and narrow canyons to form.  Ice and snow accumulated a million years back 

to form glaciers on the river valleys and alpine meadows (Ness, 2016). In the early glacial 

period, ice thickness might have hit a 4000 feet mark. The downward ice movement in the 

Yosemite Valley sculpted and cut the valley to be U-shaped- what attracts many visitors to its 

scenic vistas. 
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The significant height levels above the sea draw in rock climbers and hikers to Yosemite. 

The U-shaped valley is a spectacular dome covered with a surface of smooth granite. The tallest 

peaks in Yosemite exceed over 10,000feet with mount Lyell towering at the height of 13,114 

feet. The half-dome which overlooks the valley is 1,100 meters above it. The most significant 

domes rise to 7,569 feet-the El Capitan. The ground of Yosemite is also well-known for 

waterfalls, most notably the Yosemite falls. Yosemite falls consist of the upper and lower 

Yosemite falls. Together they provide a drop combined of 740m meters. In the world, this is 

among the highest cataracts. Other notable waterfalls include Vernal, Ribbon, Bridalveil, and 

Nevada. It is the world's highest waterfall, with 2425 feet plunging from the lower fall to the 

upper fall (Ness, 2016). Near the falls is Sequoias that are thousands of years old, adding to the 

park's distinct nature-look.  The ecosystem is shared with many birds, amphibians, fish, and large 

and small animals. The park connects nature with people by offering countless recreational 

sports like skiing and rafting, and hiking trails.  

Yosemite exhibits thundering waterfalls, extraordinary granite cliffs, clear streams, and 

Sequoia groves that are gigantic. Aside from the scenery, Yosemite connects people closer to 

nature by widening their viewpoints of historical and cultural sites. Anyone who travels to 

Yosemite gets an experience that is eye-opening and can further enrich themselves with 

knowledge on the national heritage of America. Visitors can also learn to appreciate the value of 

national parks and preserve them. They also get to enjoy a wide variety of recreational 

experiences. Yosemite's mountainous region offers activities from strenuous intensities to light 

physical intensities, including rock climbing, camping, and rafting, among others. Visitors may 

find fulfillment and appreciation in the work of God brought by the serenity of Yosemite, 

together with the preservation efforts that were made early. 
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 Yosemite's climate is influenced strongly by the mountainous terrain and elevation. 

Plantlife is also marked with elevation. Scattered trees, flower-filled meadows, and shrubs can be 

found in the lower elevations. At Yosemite's valley, conifers of larger stands grow like the giant 

sequoias and the Mariposa Grove in Yosemite south. Higher up is the lodge pines and mountain 

hemlocks. At the highest points of Yosemite, only cold-tolerant species grow on the rocky 

alpines, for example, Lichens. 

In conclusion, Yosemite is a culturally rich area with some of the world's national 

heritages that bare still there being located in Yosemite. It boasts of extensive natural beauty that 

has been preserved for a long time. It continues to be among America's best National Parks with 

more methods of preserving the park being employed. Yosemite is an example of the importance 

of protecting national parks for future generations. As the previous generation enjoyed the park 

and protected it for us, so should we protect and preserve it for future generations.   
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