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 Introduction 

An idiosyncratic expression is a special characteristic that differentiates the way a writer 

expresses ideas, the way a writer speaks, and the writer's style from other writers. George 

Saunders is a United States author of short stories. Over time he has developed his style to be 

distinct from different writers by the various idiosyncrasies that he has. George Saunders is the 

author of "Tenth of December." "10TH of December is among the most compelling and freshest 

short stories. This document addresses the various use of idiosyncrasy employed by George 

Saunders in writing the “10th of December” that stands out.  

In the "Tenth of December," not only the themes are unique but also the ability of the 

author in presenting themes that are familiar as if we are encountering them for the first time. 

The author shows us distinctively his viewpoint of life by describing scenarios in which the 

beautiful things in life are the little things, and that life is not always as we expect it to be clean 

and neat. The story shifts from the ideal to the real, giving the reader a dreamlike experience. It 

shifts from the remembered to the imagined in unquestionable flow (Bourke et al., 254). In an 

example, Robin, a boy in Saunders' story, walks in the hoods while picturing to be a hero. He 

runs through the hoods chasing imaginary animals known as Nethers who, in the story, have 

kidnapped Suzanne Bledsoe, Robin's classmate. Seamlessly, reality emerges in the pretend world 

of Robin when he looks at a 10 degrees reading thermometer and begins tracing human 
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footprints. He does this all while acting as if he chasing a Nether. It is when the author switches 

from imaginary to reality smoothly. Robin decides to return a coat that he finds in his activity, 

and he follows the footsteps that were traceable. By this time, he recognizes that he was actually 

on a rescue mission like he was envisioning previously. 

Don Eber is another character in George Saunders's story. He is an old man of 53 years. 

Focusing on the thoughts of the character as an idiosyncratic use is employed by George 

Saunders on this character. Don Eber, who in the story is suffering from a terminal illness, has 

conversations with himself. In his head, he is chasing his imagined heroics. In this story, he 

converses with himself and decides that he will go to the wilderness so that he can die due to 

freezing sparing his family the misery that came with them taking care of his terminal illness. He 

conflicts with himself on his plan, and George Saunders brings this out by portraying that Don 

Eder is imagining conversing with grown-ups from his family and childhood. In the dialogue, he 

reflects on how his children will be grateful for the selflessness of his decision. George Saunders 

continues to focus on the character's thoughts further when he places the character Don as 

thinking of all the goals and dreams that he will not achieve, for example, the "the major national 

speech on compassion" (Thompson and Lucas, 301). These dreams of the character are almost 

equal to Don's dream of saving Suzanne and fighting Nethers. These two events seem unlikely to 

happen even if Eber’s life was extended by another century. George Saunders uses characters' 

thoughts, focusing efficiently in this scene is Don Eber reflecting on the thinks he will never do 

in life. How George Saunders moves the story from imagined to real is surreal and dreamlike. 

This style effect is heightened further when Eber experiences hypothermia hallucinations at the 

Frozen landscape.  
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George Saunders also expresses his point of view that reality will always win no matter 

what happens. In the tale’s beginning, the fantasies of Robin cannot break from reality.  He 

imagines that Nethers might torture him, but they will not exceed levels that he cannot take. He 

also visualizes an invite to the pool by Suzanne, and he pictures her telling him that he can swim 

with his shirt she does not mind. Robin is grounded back to reality after he survives near freezing 

and near-drowning experience. He catches himself, imagining how Suzanne might respond to his 

conversation and stops halfway. He dies this because he thinks that imagining a conversation 

with a girl who is not even fond 0of him and once called him a Roger, is stupid. George 

Saunders shows us how he believes that it is better to be grounded to reality since what we 

imagine almost never happens, and it is better to focus on the current reality.   

Like Robin, Eber is also portrayed as chasing clouds in which eventually, he will have to 

accept he can't achieve them and give up. He had watched terminal illness transform his 

stepfather, who was once kind into a creature that was brutal. He is determined to avoid having 

the same fate as his stepfather, and so he decides to end his life. He believes by enduing his life, 

he will have avoided the fears about the months to come mooting them and to preempt future 

debasement (Thompson and Lucas, 300). George Saunders shows us his value for life because, 

as Eber takes the opportunity in which to him was an incredible one, he is interrupted. He notices 

Robin carrying his coat and maneuvering the ice dangerously. By this time, the readers might 

have suspected that he will not end his life when George Saunders rested on moot rather than 

mute. George Saunders focuses significantly on the thoughts of these two characters in the book. 

He is able to apply idiosyncratic techniques in this story.   

In his first story, the victory lap, George Saunders describes a tale that is crafted 

perfectly. In his first story, the author gives us his point of view from three perspectives. He first 
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describes a girl who is pottering in the house alone on one quiet afternoon. He then describes a 

man who is not named coming to the scene with a van and abducts the girl. George Saunters then 

describes a neurotic boy who is across the road from where the girl is being abducted and is 

considering what choices to make as he watches the ordeal play out. In this story, George 

Saunders shows his value for life and his deep humanitarian characters (Kaiser and Richard, 

154).  Additionally, he tells descriptions on a master level. For example, he describes one 

character as the bed in which people pile clothes at a party. He describes another character as a 

man who is considering the consequences of his actions after beating up his wife. In one story, 

he describes having sex under drugs as two people being on each other all over in the same super 

friendly methods that puppies or recently married people after they meet when one of them has 

encountered a close call with death for the first time. He is a master of describing characters and 

situations in a distinctive way that brings vivid images to the reader. He ensures that the reader 

understands him completely or gets a vivid description of what the author is painting in our 

minds.  

George Saunders shows his viewpoint of life, which portrays that no human being is 

special than the other, and those deep humanitarian values are still necessary for the world to 

function.  He states that despite then uniqueness that every human being might have, we are in 

no way unique from the human race and that we should love all people. The way that George 

describes his scenarios in the book is so moving that the relationship woes and childhood scrapes 

might be able to move the reader emotionally. All his ten stories are about humans. No matter 

the setting of the story, whether it is a prison lab that is futuristic or home of middle-classes 

where lawn ornaments from humans are a significant status symbol: his stories remain human-
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based and how meaning is found in the little things. He gives painful descriptions of families, 

domesticity, and death. 

 In conclusion, George Saunders's use of the idiosyncratic technique is evident in all his 

stories. He successfully applies the techniques bringing his subject out clearly. The authors are 

able to imagine and fill out images from the stories that are almost if not the same with what the 

author was intending. He gives readers his point of view and uses a style of writing that is only 

distinct to George Saunders.  
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