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Question 1 

The Japanese Bureaucracy characteristics were formed during the period of prewar. The 

bureaucracy of Japan represents a managing and organizing pattern of human affairs based on 

expertize demonstrated by experience, education, and inter alia. The Japan Bureaucracy emerged 

in the second half of the nineteenth century after when the Meiji Restoration happened1. In the 

Tokugawa period, administration in the fiefs and the central government were structures in a 

patrimonial manner and not bureaucratic. Recruitment to key positions was ascriptive primarily. 

It was also the case in Shogun’s vassalage feudal ranks in the family of the Fiefs. In its days of 

waning, Tokugawa Shogunate because of the crisis caused by the arrival of the "black ships" was 

compelled to demonstrable merit system of recruiting officials. The Meiji restoration merely 

ushered away for the restructuring of the nation's political system. It did not start the bureaucratic 

system immediately. As democracy forces grew, the Meiji oligarchs had to create concessions 

that comprised of commitments to create a parliament by 18902. Pressure came from the urgency 
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of controlling potential abuse of power in the recruitment of officials and more importantly, from 

outside the nation. A judicial system that was modern became a requirement because of the 

Western powers humiliating revisions of unequal treaties terming them as extraterritorial. Meiji 

oligarchs delegated people to Europe and called from Western assistance in forming a modern 

government to handle all these problems. 

The bureaucracy became a major part of Japan's ruling elite in the prewar period. Its 

prestige and power were significantly augmented by linking explicitly of imperial prerogatives 

and bureaucratic authority. In the Meiji constitution, it is stated that “the Emperor determines the 

organization of different  branches of the administration and salaries of all military and civil 

officers, and dismisses and appoints the same." It implied that the official was accountable to the 

Emperor only. After the war, a new constitution was adopted in 1947. It had two critical aspects; 

transfer of sovereignty to the people from the Emperor and Japan renounced the right as a nation 

to build a military, and it renounced war. 

Role in Japan’s modernization 

The system helped Japan in expansion and industrialization from the period of 1890—

1930. Cities in Japan grew as the citizens moved from farming to working in offices and 

factories. The bureaucracy continued to pursue economic growth and modernization even when 

the world underwent great depression, which affected Japan significantly. They addressed the 

issue of Japan not having equal status with international orders. Japan under the system 

successfully revised the unequal treaties and gained back with Western powers legal parities.   

Japan fought with China over Korea and gained Taiwan. It later signed alliances with Great 
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Britain raising its international status significantly. It also won a war against Russia, which is a 

major Western power extending its territory.  Field commander took over the government and 

propelled Japan out of depression. It later looked to replace the Western powers in Asia.  After 

the war, tenants were given land in which they worked and allowed to create trade unions. The 

Zaibatsu" military-industrial machines" were dismantled partially. In schools and the media, 

democracy became popularized, and the moral training was abolished as it fostered nationalism. 

A significant number of the reforms made by the occupation have been retained. Japan’s political 

system was established by the “pro-American Liberal Democratic Party’s control of the 

government” and the conservative party. Japan gained back its highest production levels of the 

prewar by making alliances with the United States.  

 Question 2 

Commodore Perry arrived in Japan harbours commanding four ships. He was there as a 

representative of the United States government to force Japan into entering a trade deal with 

them. They demanded a treaty that would allow Japanese ports to open for the U.S and permit 

trade. It was during the era when Western powers were seeking to expand their international 

markets. Use of force if Japan resisted the deals were implied and Japan having no navy to 

defend it had to oblige with Perry's demands. The entry of Perry's ships in Japan signified the 

interest of Westerns in their islands. Britain, Russia, Holland, and France followed the example 

of Perry and used force to threaten Japan into signing treaties. They not only threatened Japan, 

but the combination of their navies frequently disarmed and defeated feudal domains of Japan 

who defiled them. The Kanagawa treaty is to blame for the other Western nations’ interest in 
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Japan3. They all made unequal treaties with Japan which granted these countries more rights and 

privileges than Japan. The treaties caused overthrowing of Shogun. The Kanagawa treaty 

brought a lot of foreign currency to Japan, disrupting the Japanese currency significantly. It made 

the Shogun ineffective in attempting to curb the inflation rates caused by foreign currencies. 

Tokugawa Shogunate fell because of this together with the Meiji restoration. Daimyo troops 

overthrew Shonugate.  

Tensions between the two countries escalated when China caused the United States 

together with its allies to stop the supply of the oil and steel that Japan required for military 

purposes. Japan responded by attacking the allies together with attacking Pearl harbour 

damaging the naval base significantly. It opened the show for World War 2.  The United States 

invested in their navies and destroyed Japan’s capabilities offensively trying to force Japan to 

surrender. They also bombed Japan cities Nagasaki and Hiroshima systematically with atomic 

bombs and Japan surrendered. Japan was subjected to seven years of United States military 

occupation. In this time they eliminated the military from Japan and rebuilt the political and 

economic systems of Japan. They transformed japan into a democracy under the leadership of 

Douglas Mac Arthur, a General.  

Japan grew rapidly while being neutral. They supplied the United States' wars in Vietnam 

and Korea. Their relationships in terms of trade have prospered progressively since then. 

Japanese consumer electronics and automobiles have become especially popular, making Japan 

the second greatest economic power with the first one being the United States. Japan and the 
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United States have an active and firm military, economic and political relationship. It is 

considered to be the closest partner and ally. Japan is among the most pro-American countries 

around the globe. All these can be traced back to the role played by Japan in America wars with 

Vietnam and Korea. Japan revived its prewar industries and supplied the American wars 

rebuilding its whole economy. The two countries enjoy good relations ever since benefiting from 

each other. Mac Arthur builds the foundation of Japan and United States relationships with his 

trip to Japan4. Mac Arthur achieved his goal of punishing war criminals in Japan, disarming it, 

and ensuring that Japan will not pose a threat to countries allied to the United States. Although 

the operation as a consequence of being defeated in the war, it led to the development of Japan 

even though it was from devastation. The economic structure of Japan was reconstructed for the 

better. The tensions were eased through the seven years that Mac Arthur managed Japan. 
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