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Durkheim's Analysis in "The Elementary Forms of Religious Life" and Comic-Con 

Culture and religion remain a significant component that shapes human understanding about 

each other, considering that each has a unique way of interpreting things to suit their belief 

system. However, following the various approaches used to analyze culture and religion, the 

sociologist relates it to a group of behaviors shared by individuals with a common interest. For 

an understanding of the foundation of culture and religion, there must be a comparison of the 

classical approaches and ancient methods of viewing the two concepts. Next, the study of 

ethnography tries to pinpoint the specific factors that influence culture. Lastly, the idea of culture 

is analyzed to establish the various validities underpinned by the classical world's discussion. In 

"The Elementary Form of Religious Life," Durkheim argues that ritual plays a significant role in 

shaping the religious belief system and regenerate solidarity within the group. Despite the 

discussion focusing on primitive religious ceremonies, the information is potentially essential in 

understanding the modern religious grouping. Thus, rites and symbols or totems are significant 

in making abstract beliefs be concrete. Also, according to Durkheim's analysis, Comic-Con 

shows fundamental elements of religion, which can be relevant in defining the pop cultures that 

we practice daily. Therefore, the discussion will offer a comprehensive understanding of 

Durheims evaluations in the elementary forms and comic-con as applies in our pop culture.  
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Emelie Durkheim is among the classical sociologists who studied culture and saw 

Totemism as the earliest and most widespread form of religion, which existed in small society 

without considering social classes, race, or ethnicity. In "The Elementary Forms of Religious 

Life," the author studied the origin of totemic religions in some of the primitive societies in 

Australians that were referred to aboriginal tribes and how they relate to the bonding of people 

within the community. In a sense, Durkheim viewed the religious connection as underpinned by 

sacred ritual conception, which produced solidarity among society members. He stated that "all 

known religions have been systems of ideas that tend to embrace the universality of things and 

give us a complete representation of the world" (Durkheim and Swain 165). Thus, totemism 

foundation could be traced through society's classification according to rituals and beliefs 

system, which strengthened their bond with each other. In each group of classification, each 

member understands how they relate with each other, believing that everything within the 

universe is part of the tribe and no one should break such laws.  

Durkheim refers to universality things to be totems, roughly animals, or anything 

representing or identifying people within that society. Those things were viewed as sacred where 

the clan members learn from their expectations and value of each other. With that being said, 

those animals and plants that were not associated with the community would be killed and eaten. 

However, Durkheim goes ahead to say that the classification of society forms the totem that 

reflects the organization of society. He states, "these systematic classifications…are modeled 

upon the social organizations, or rather that they have taken the forms of society as their 

framework" (Durkheim and Swain 174). In this context, the formation of the clans reflected the 

tremendous social structure of people.  Thus, totems were the symbols representation of people 

that strengthen their bond because of the standard belief system they had on them.  
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Comic-Con is a show that involves various artists dedicated to showing creating 

awareness among people using their acting to influence them follows their cultures. They attend 

panels, go to parties, and engage in discussions that are all centered on some aspect of comics. 

However, the Comic-Con primarily involves ritualistic elements through science-fictional 

convections. The comic can emit certain events in life that affect a given culture; using expert 

acting, one can get to understand how the issue could be addressed.  For instance, in commercial 

events, comics are used to show the company's autobiography to fans in exchange for a flat 

appearance fee and can draw the illustration in terms of the price charged at each item. All this 

presentation forms part of the ritual elements in the Comic-Con used in the modern world to 

shape the culture of people (Edles and Appelrouth 197). The Comic-Con video has portrayed the 

San Diego religious elements' rituals and symbols through pop culture among people. The 

convention is lauded as Nerd Mecca to means a safe place for various subcultures to stay 

together without being intimidated by anyone (Comic-Con Episode IV: A Fan's Hope 1-2min). 

The comic reason that the troubling aspects that fought against American diet's corporate control 

would cast a jaundiced eye toward an event filled with the entertainment industry.  Also, the 

comic reveals various parts of the event using a diverse group of fans and artisans. Hence, the 

comic presentation helps us to understand Durkheim's study of Totemism since it was based on 

the social structure of people that shapes the cultures.  

In the essay of Serazio, it explores sports fandom through the theoretical framework of 

Durkheim that connects the totemic of civil collection and team symbol. The culture explored in 

this context is the rituals, myths, and kinship of Philadelphia Phillies faces. The role of sacred 

rituals played a significant role in the success of the sports as the players were guided by their 

belief systems that shaped their behaviors on the display of the public events and articulated 
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using the sports media. Serazio affirms that "And while the potential for totem triumph to serve 

as an effective vehicle for civic collective is, of course, not without precedence, its religiously 

communal linkages with Durkheimian theory have been rarely highlighted as such" (Serazio 

313). The featuring of civic and kin level forms the basic understanding of the Totemic principle 

of Durkheim's analysis in the elementary forms of Comic-con in the popular cultures. Further, 

Durkheim's analysis can be traced where the author states, "The Phillies totem functions not only 

as abstract civic symbol—enabling solidarity, even communitas, among total strangers—it 

equally bridges and binds generations of Philadelphia families." (Serazio 317). Therefore, 

applications of Comic-Con in pop cultures are relevant for bonding people who share the same 

interest.  

My pop culture rituals are underpinned on "Love Live" Comic-Con content that is 

famous among the Asian because they are used to shape the behaviors of people. For instance, 

the participants wear Love Live goods, which include cloth with budges that are wrapped around 

their entire bodies. Also, some of the characters perform behavioral embodiment, including 

getting torturing. Most interesting is that the event allows fans to be performed secular rituals 

like Kowtow in front of people. Our Korean culture believes in sacred, where some rituals are 

performed on people to serve a specific purpose like a cleansing. However, the use of the internet 

has made the sharing of the Love Live culture to become widespread across the globe, attracting 

people to side their sides and receiving comments on how some of the comics are made possible. 

The organizer of the event uses the internet to fundraise its design and promoting it. I visited the 

place to make contacts and make a pilgrimage. I was interested in learning more about the Love 

Live songs, characters, and voice actresses. Attending the event means creating new friends from 

various parts of the world who are interested in learning more about the Korean communities. 
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Secular rituals dominated the event as the organizer strives to ensure they acted within our 

culture's set regulation since some of them are not allowed to be performed in the public place. 

Secular worship also dominates the event since it is usually done in Korean communities' local 

language. One of the most exciting parts of the culture is criticizing the dressing code of western 

people as during this event, everyone is required to cover their body well, especially for the 

women as part of the religious doctrines. Therefore, through the events people engage in, we 

share the same interest the traditional practices we perform, including the sacred rituals.  

Much has been discussed concerning Durkheim's analysis of the elementary forms of 

religions and comic-con as applied in our culture and how they help share our rituals and belief 

system. The discussion provides an understanding of how our culture keeps changing and the 

practices that peopled do, which strengthen their bond with each other as they share the same 

interest. The social life of people is influenced by their culture, which can be drawn from the 

various readings and videos provided for this assignment. Therefore, culture and religion are a 

collective effort that helps defines individuals and express their worldview.  
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