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Rough Draft and Peer Review 

Q1 

What I liked about my peer paper is the flow of ideas presented, as it points raised is 

stand-alone and is supported with citation. For instance, at the beginning of the essay, the author 

introduces the topic of mandatory voting with a general background that makes it easy to flow.  

The information presented in the introduction section raises the question of whether it would be 

effective for us to embrace mandatory voting or leave it to citizens to decide because it is their 

sovereignty right. I was embraced with the comparison the writer made between the description 

of mandatory voting in Australia with the method used in the US that embraces democratic 

voting that is not mandatory. In the body section, the discussion the paper made on the benefits 

of mandatory voting was well supported, which implies a country that wants to implement can 

draw a comprehensive recommendation using the information presented. As stated in the paper, 

mandatory voting is divided into two section policies, one being posing strict rules that ensure 

everyone takes part in the whole process and the second monitoring regions on voters turnout 

where leaders are held responsible for any low participation. Another important thing that I was 

impressed with within my peer paper is the orientation of the body paragraph, which show where 

the emphasis was put the most to imply it was the area that the author was supporting. The 
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positive and negatives of mandatory voting are separated into paragraphs. Also, one can easily 

notice that the writer is moving from one part to another since the use of transitional work was 

effectively applied. Therefore, with the arrangements of the points, it makes it easy for one to 

evaluate the paper and make important remarks regarding its improvement.  

Q2 

The paper is focused on the topic; it only wants restructuring of the arguments raised 

since the evidence is well supported, especially comparing the voting system of American and 

that of Australia. The main argument of the paper is the benefits of mandatory voting in the 

country while highlighting the negatives that could underpin it.  From the paper, the author 

argues that mandatory voting places people with the responsibility of participating in an election 

to elect leaders whom they believe could represent them in solving some of the issues they face. 

It also reduces the idea that leaders only campaign in highly populated areas while leaving the 

rest. Through the arguments, we can understand how democracy can still grow under mandatory 

voting policies. Thus, the topic is persuasive to the readers as the more they read, the more they 

get to understand why there have been election gaps in the US since most of the minority group 

do not participate in the election, leading to their underrepresentation in the political system. the 

weakness of the paper is that it lacked counter-argument, which can be improved by taking the 

negative sections to represent it. For instance, after starting the negatives, you show how they do 

not overweigh the positives discussed in the previous body paragraphs. Otherwise, leaving the 

paper in this state implies that you have not analysis the topic, and no stand is taken. Remember, 

the paper is not just discussing the negatives and positive, but it should show the reasons why 

embracing mandatory voting would enhance democracy in a country. Like each negative should 
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be followed with an analysis that establishes what is being discussed is a weak argument and end 

by supporting with a positive side of it. 

Q3 

One of the evidence that stood in the paper was that mandatory voting helps in solving 

injustices and increasing voter turnout. The evidence used to support that claim was drawn from 

the article of Herrie and Dionne. They provided statistics that show that mandatory voting 

replaces the idea of voters being concentrated in high Electoral College by ensuring equality in 

our democracy. Also, the evidence of the paper can be traced where it states, "High voter turnout 

occurs in many areas with optional voting, as high as fifty percent in some elections. The nation 

is not accurately shown by the current voter turnout, since most nonvoters are those who have 

less information in that area" has a strong argument with evidence being well-supported that is 

properly cited.  

Q4 

However, the author would improve the essay by removing the many negatives discussed 

and replacing them with positives. The weaker side is that the evidence lacked examples, which 

can be enhanced or strengthened by looking at the policies governing mandatory voting in 

Australia. That evidence could be added in the second body paragraphs with illustration showing 

how they have effectively worked in Australia. Other examples could come from other nations 

that have embraced mandatory voting. Thus, do more research to establish how mandatory 

voting can work or is already working across the globe. Also, remove most of the negatives 

stated in the essay and increase the number of positives for it to have a strong argument. Hence, 
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providing a more comprehensive range of evidence in the paper increases the persuasive nature 

of the arguments raised in the paper.  

Q5 

The first topic of the introduction should be removed or adjusted to have the thesis 

statement of the entire essay since you were more general. I expected that the section state the 

paper's argument between embracing mandatory voting over democracy without a forced voting 

system. For instance, the thesis would be "mandatory voting is quite beneficial in the country as 

it increases democracy by increasing voter turnout, equal participation, each vote is counted, and 

people feels to be part of the government instead of voluntary voting." The thesis will guide your 

body paragraphs and the flow of the entire paper. Generally, improving this section will give the 

paper its direction than the current state it is in.  

Q6 

In summary, the author needs to reconsider the citation and include all the in-text for the 

information or paraphrase borrowed online with page numbers according to the MLA format. 

Also, there is no need to quote the paraphrases but in MLA citation learns to include page 

numbers, stances, lines, or paragraph where the information you collected. The use of This 

should be avoided as some readers could find it challenging to understand what you are 

implying; instead, use the exact words like in the paper using "mandatory voting." In the 

summary section, restate the thesis statement and briefly discuss the positives of mandatory 

voting and provide a counter-argument. As the paragraph is formatted in the essay, each should 

have one point that is supported with evidence to be the general persuasion be strong.  

 


