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Background information

 The Cherokee India Removal was an inversion by the 

federal government on their sovereignty. 

 The act was determined to remove the Indians from their 

native land to kill their culture and traditional practices.

 However, sovereignty rights of people required that they 

be willing to take part in the whole process. 

 Also, the use of military to relocate people from the 

regions undermined their democratic will enshrined in 

the constitution. 

 The policy later became the trial of tears as the federal 

government authorized a series of migration.



The conflict with native people 

 The relationship between the native Americans and 

euro-American during colonial period was faced with 

conflicts.

 The colonial masters and native people fought over 

land and natural resources.

 Thus, the removal act did not have anything to do with 

democracy but it a form of invasion (Carlson & 

Roberts, 2016). 

 For instance, John Calhoun was the first person to 

design a plan of removing Indians o their land under 

the leadership of president Monroe.

 After Indians removal voluntary was blocked in 

Southeast of US, the enactment Indian Removal 

became official US policy.  



The “Indian Problem”

 The move to implement the Indian Removal 
Act was genocide (extermination)

 The Jackson administration ever advocated 
exterminating Native Americans.

 Assimilation was the second option (Carlson 
& Roberts, 2016).

 Native Americans wanted to have their 
identify with laws, religion, and society. 

 The native people wanted military protection, 
which the federal government did not 
provide.



Andrew Jackson’s policies on Native Americans. 

 Jackson had previously accused the Creek nation for 

not clearing the Mississippi territory for the white 

settlement.

 The use of force and military had engaged into war 

with the native people.

 The whites settlers in Georgia complained of 

Cherokee and Creek people for occupying the land 

they wished to inhabit ("President Andrew Jackson's 

Message to Congress 'On Indian Removal' (1830)", 

2021). 

 The conflicts between the state of Georgia and 

Cherokee pushed them to supreme court as they 

fight for their independency in the region.



Cont…

 Thus, Georgia had no authority over the Cherokee.

 It was considered a sovereignty state.

 Despite the court ruling, president Jackson refused to 

enforce the judgment.

 Jackson persuaded the policy of genocide. 

 The India Removal Act of 1830 was to be voluntary 

relation of Indians but the government officials 

abused and used some force to move people. 



Opposing India removal

 The movement of people from their native 

land faced problem of destructive assaults.

 The federal government did not consider the 

social life of this community after 

resettlement(Carlson & Roberts, 2016) . 

 Also, the federal and state government 

interference with the native people was 

against their democratic will.

 They were dishonoring the international 

agreements and oppressing the weaker 

communities. 



Cont…

 The move led to destruction of the US unity by creating white supremacy. 

 However, the federal government had the responsibility of protecting the native people 

as they had agreed than the foreigners.

 The federal government would have included the society where the settlers and native 

people shares the same resources.

 The move was influence by the need to destruct Indian nations, which was viewed as a 

threat to federal government development. 

 Jackson’s policy was an expansionist policy for British colonies.



Conclusion

 The removal of Cherokee community from their native land violated their 

sovereignty.

 They lost their culture and were assaulted by the government official.

 The initial agreement for protection against settlers were violated.

 The government took long to compensate them, which was viewed as not 

honoring their respect as independent state.

 Also, the removal only wanted to continue the expansion of British colonies.
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