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Position Paper (Human Achievement and Innovation in the Arts Class) 

Art, in general, has played a significant role in expressing beauty standards and showing 

the position of people in the world. It helps us understand the interaction of people with nature as 

well as understand how humanity has made outstanding achievements in the arts through 

innovation. Many individuals consider art as intimidating, confusing, and scary, which has been 

the primary concept for this class. However, my first interaction with art was in high school 

when I gained consciousness of its importance in my life. I was confused about how art was 

being conveyed, including the medium in which it was being represented. I had to learn how it 

was supposed to be conveyed and the meaning behind each artistic work. After a considerable 

understanding of the art through classes, I realized that the medium of transmission determined 

its purpose. Thus, in the process, I can better appreciate sculptors, photographs, and painting, 

which has assisted me in progressing with the art course. The wealth of understanding of the art 

classes helped me select the Classical Period as one of the essential topics to argue in my 

position paper. This paper will argue that the classical period forms the best representation of 

symmetric.  
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In the first place, 

human achievement and 

innovation in the arts can be 

defined through the classical 

period, which was when there 

were many changes in both 

architectural and artistic in 

Greek society. Greek artists 

during this period started 

sculpting human and animal 

forms realistically. In the fourth century, a humans-created new challenge in capturing the detail 

of every human form to understand it and defuse the myths about their forms. Arts affirms that 

any mistake in the view of human forms can significantly differ in understanding the level of 

realism in the things being portrayed. Thus, this concept is essential for us to internalize how it 

relates to the symmetria concept. The Greeks applied this ideology in understanding their 

sculptures and architecture within cities ("Chapter 8: The Art Of The 17Th Century" 37). 

Therefore, I affirm that they are the best representation of symmetria as it can be viewed in 

Dorphoros artwork, also known as Canon of Polykleitos. For instance, the first forms of humans 

are naturally embedded in the classical period, where the artist Polykleitos defined the ideology 

through the sculpture of a mortal man in motion. Such artistic work helps us to learn both the 

good and bad sides of humans. Another significant symmetria ideology can be traced in the 

Kritios Boy, which portrays the different perspectives of the human figure. It shows the stagnant 
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side of the man with limps that were partially missing, reflecting the sophisticated part of a 

human figure with the beautiful entity.   For instance, war has been portrayed in the classical 

period through art to indicate its impact on humans and how it ends up affecting most of their 

parts. 

 

Further, the classical period is an 

accurate representation of a symmetria as the 

art of Doryphoros has a human figure with 

many missing parts like forearms, lower part of 

the knee, and lack the left foot. I think it 

highlights the impact of war on people but at 

the same time shows the beauty inside the ugly 

parts of the figure through pain. The Greek artists fascinated their work with marble to create a 

soft, flexible illusion figure from a rigid and highly fragile material. Despite it being the only 

medium they had to use during the time, it was made to portray the artwork's meaning. I affirm 

that such an approach reflects human strength and fragility as a mammal. We are just balls of 

flesh and soft muscles that can be distorted when not protected. Humans are not mortal, but our 

figure has hidden meaning that is symmetrically defined in our minds and bodies. I selected the 

classical period to be the best representation of symmetria since civilization heavily influenced it. 

The classical period determined the coming of the Hellenistic period in Greece, which started 

after the death of Alexander and ended with Antony and Cleopatra's suicide in 30BC ("Chapter 

8: The Art Of The 17Th Century" 53). Thus, most of the artistic work erupted during these 

periods, with many forms of human figures emerging, which requires interpretation. 
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The classical period has a lot of human movement that differs from the Hellenistic era, 

which was defined by exaggerated and heightened physical gestures and emotions. For instance, 

the Apollo belvedere work describes the artwork through the idea of movement using his cape, 

which leads the viewer to something meaningful. It is essential to note that when looking at the 

sculpture of Apollo, there is a sense of balance and proportion placed on the sculpture that is well 

managed. However, because of the image's heaviness on the top of the right piece, the artist 

manages to add weight to the bottom to balance it. It is an overall sense of rhythm and harmony. 

Also, Apollo's arts show brute strength and detail the fragility of the human figure. The general 

presentation of Apollo's work is an influence of the Hellenistic period, which was meant to 

express the beauty that had to prevail through the classical period of Greek art.  

 

Besides, Ludovisi Gaul's art 

represents the classical period portrayed in 

a symmetria manner as it shows the artist 

committing suicide after killing the wife. I 

affirm that this piece is the most 

expressive of the period as we can witness 

the death of his wife as well as the color 

that he holds in his hands. The original 

color of the sculpture was bronze; 

however, the image I selected to reflect on 

was the copy of marbles. According to my 

understanding, the image has a strong 
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reaction as we can see the painful side and details of the scene, which is a suitable representation 

of symmetria. For instance, the use of canon in a proportionate manner helps us identify the 

artist's power over the wife, including the concept of masculinity, which was rampant at that 

period. It is evidence that Gual decided to murder his wife and kill himself as a heroic than be 

captured by the Greeks. Such an incident could leave him in shame and loss his respect for the 

people. Thus, the action raised the triumph and elevated the victory of the Greeks.  

The Hellenistic period artists 

were known for creating various 

dynamic scenes with detailed forms 

and expressive movements. For me, 

the quality of dynamism tends to 

remove the symmetria in it since 

adding too many actions distorts the 

beauty of art. People want to look at 

the piece of art and enjoy it, which is 

the primary role of creating it. Even 

when specific technology is used to 

portray art, it is necessary to consider a particular ideology. The rise of the Roman Empire led to 

the end of the Hellenistic era, with most of the influence coming from classical artistic work. The 

Greeks from the two-period shaped the work of art and were integrated to form part of human 

achievements and innovation in the arts. However, Roman rulers focused on powers using their 

military to differentiate the periods. Generally, most of the scriptures erected during the Roman 

era were placed in columns and buildings, which were meant to be shown in museums and 
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galleries. For instance, Marcus Aurelian is the most famous scripture that was erected in the 

museum and is still being viewed today. Hence, the column experienced a drastic change from 

the period that succeeded it, which indicates that the classical period is a true representation of 

symmetria.  

Much has been discussed on the selected topic of the classical period and arguments that 

prove that it is an actual demonstration of symmetria. The exaggeration of emotional gestures 

during the Hellenistic period increased the dynamism that assured the classical period to 

neutralize how the human figures were being represented to reflect its meaning. As discussed in 

the paper, exaggeration of emotional gestures in the Hellenistic period allowed the artists to 

ignore the application of symmetria. Thus, with the classical period, the viewer can understand 

the image and comprehend the story it is trying to reveal. Ensuring the art is understandable and 

enjoyable is what brings the art to be realistic from an abstract viewpoint. I affirm that 

abstracting the image that portrays human form can be confusing for an untrained eye. Therefore, 

using classical period arts, we get to understand how it was a representation of symmetria in 

portrays of sculpture and their applicability in the modern world.  
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