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Film Screening: The Graduate 

With the venue packed to late in the evening and partially to the night, the film, The 

Graduate- 1967 started off. At first the theatre employee welcomed everyone and explained that 

the film was to start shortly afterwards. Just before the film started the venue had been set thus 

creating the mood and urge to watch the film. The film had a mixture of good and frustrating 

moments. One of the best moments of the film is when Benjamin Braddock comes back home 

after graduating from college with an idea of what to do, the parents are delighted and organize 

for a party. On the contrary, one dissatisfying moment of the film is when Ben disrupts the 

wedding of Benjamin and Elaine and rush off to an unknown place.  

While starting to watch the film one would be excited first because of how its starts and 

second because it tries to address the life that most of the graduates after college. The film 

explores various instances of romance, family ties, parties, and the challenges that come by when 

people are not in agreement. The film has various instances of suspense but unfortunately ends 

on a bad note when the wedding is disrupted. It is interesting how the film used songs in 

enhancing its theme, comment on the feelings of the characters, and to enhance the mood of the 

film. The main songs used in the background were three done by various singers including 

Garfunkel, Dave Grusin, and Simon.  
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The film rarely used the visual point of view when characters are engaging in a dialogue 

like when Benjamin begins to romance her daughter. However, the camera placement all though 

while showing the actions of the film thus exposing the viewers to different angles of the film. 

The lighting was uniquely made with the center of the stage more illuminated unlike the 

surrounding parts of the film. The film also tries to cover various attributes of life including 

denial when Elaine marries Benjamin yet he had been dating Ben. There are other instances of 

uncertainty, choices and their consequences, responsibility, commitment, and faith. The action of 

the characters is quite moving and interactive with the audience considering characters like Ben 

when they disrupt the wedding and Benjamin when he was romancing with the daughter. There 

is a depiction of class and one watching the party set up in happiness of the graduate who is back 

home would submit to the fact that they are wealthy. 

  The film makes its case by emotional appeal with most of the events throughout the plot 

of the film full of occurrences that would either make one happy or frightened. Although while 

watching the film, one would continuously get interested in following it up so that they can know 

what will happen next. An example of emotional appeal is evident when Benjamin follows 

Elaine to Berkeley and tries to convince her to marry him. Emotional appeal is also evident when 

the couple finally are wedding and in a rapid change of events Ben interrupts the wedding and 

runs away. Besides, there are aspects of historical contexts considering the dressing costumes 

among most of the characters. The fact that a celebration was being set in congratulations to the 

graduate reveals the historical times within the context where graduating was a major 

achievement. The costumes also indicate the class differences among the characters. 
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