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White privilege 

In the article "White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack,” Peggy McIntosh, the 

author, tries to examine the instances of white privilege that exist in the united states though they 

are assumed and are never counted as forms of racism. The author claims that in the United 

States, most of the white has some completive advantage over those of color but have been 

taught not to acknowledge that as white superiority but as normality. Besides, she compares the 

same to the male privilege conferred in the most of the male authors since they also enjoy certain 

privileges unlike the female authors but are not ready to acknowledge that as a fact but will go on 

to speak for the need for gender equality yet the system itself has conferred some unseen 

advantages to men (McIntosh 1). McIntosh wants me to understand that the whites have been 

taught not to acknowledge white privilege. She compares white privilege to an empty knapsack 

that gives the whites special provisions, among other benefits that are not uniformly shared to the 

people of color. Besides, she needs the reader to understand that the system and education have 

not inculcated in any American the feeling and guilt that by superiorly being white, then they are 

promoting oppression, injustice, and promoting unfair advantage (McIntosh 7). The article, in a 

way, has information that relates WGS-10, the American satellite, which, in a way, exposed 

white superiority invisible, creating some fear among other countries that could not have such a 

system thus vulnerable to any actions by the satellite system. In my opinion, the article is an 
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essential material that can be used as an eye-opener to create awareness and sensitization of 

white privilege and the need to criticize oneself and evaluate everyone’s action that seems to 

promote white privilege. 
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