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Sanctioned Racism 

Racism in the United States has been existent for a long period comparatively before the 

1960’s where the colored people were openly discriminated against at the workplaces and in 

every aspect of their life. The education system before was also racially-based till the time when 

activists came up to defend the colored and push for their rights, which then led to sanctioned 

racism. Even though it is unconstitutional to discriminate against people based on their race and 

ethnic affiliation, some people take advantage of their white supremacy to perpetuate racism. 

The short story, Defender of the Faith by Phillip Roth, also depicts a storyline like that of 

sanctioned racism with some of the characters and the plot posing some instances of similarity. 

In the short story, Roth narrates the events happening in the story using Seargent Nathan 

Marx’s point of view. Marx is a Second World War veteran who has been temporarily posted in 

Missouri, Camp Crowder, where there is a training of newly recruited people before they get 

posted to the Pacific theater (Roth par.2). The storyline majors on the improper behavior of 

Sheldon Grossbart, one of the characters in the story, which is brought out as an opportunist who 

uses his religion and devotion to Jewish faith to manipulate his seniors. The chief victim who 

falls trap of the manipulation is Marx, who, in several instances, is manipulated by Grossbart but 

reaches to an extent Marx realizes his behavior and makes a decision to ensure that he places 

Grossbart at his right place (Roth par.7). There is also moral decadence when Grossbart insists to 
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Marx that the Jews in the camp must be allowed to look out to each other. Even though Marx had 

decided to overlook the horrible self-defensive behavior from Grossbart, he reaches a time when 

he is determined to take action (Roth par.10).  He is tired by the behavior by Grossbart to elevate 

his desire to avoid barrack cleaning duties and obtain particular food actions that are an act of 

discrimination to others, which at the end of the story, Marx decided to shut him off. 

The events in the story and plot have a significance and similarity with sanctioned racism 

stories published by various media outlets in 2019. Even though racism has been abolished, there 

are still continuous events, and incidences reported that signify the fact that people are still being 

discriminated against based on their race or ethnic affiliation (Khan par.12). For example, in the 

article, Racism still festers in Britain’s workplaces. It’s time to get tough, Omar Khan narrates 

the severe ordeals of racism at the workplace. People, especially the colored, have a hard time 

finding jobs with research suggesting that they must have to drop over their applications 60% 

more than the others before they get a chance to attend an interview (Khan par.4). It has been 

established although colored might have similar qualifications and sometimes more qualified, 

they are rarely considered for the opportunities since the management is from different ethnic 

groups and races unlike themselves, thus sanctioned racism. Organizations are still perpetuating 

bias and discrimination against other races, just like when Grossbart misses cleaning sessions 

and shares of a special diet just because he is a Jew just like the superior authorities in the camp. 

Besides, the article, Republicans don’t think Trump’s tweets are racist. That fits a long 

American history of denying racism is another article that has some aspects of commonality with 

Roth’s story. The article written by Michael Tesler discusses the fact that most of the republicans 

to date still defend Trump and his use of words that seemed to perpetuate racism (Tesler par.3). 

In more than one incidences, especially after his election and during his campaign, Trump has 
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come up to uselessly take advantage of his white superiority to make the people of color feel 

inferior. In one of the incidences, Trump tweeted that the nonwhite women in the congress 

should go where they came from even though they were born in the United States (Tesler par. 7). 

His utterance is a clear picture of immorality, just like it is expressed by Grossbart. Trump also 

takes advantage of him being white to utter racist words in a country that has outlawed racism, 

thus sanctioned racism.  

In conclusion, the short story by Roth mainly features the war veteran Marx and 

Grossbart, all of whom come from the Jewish religion. It discusses various thematic concerns 

starting from anti-Semitism and religion and portrays the ideals of leadership as expressed by 

Marx when he refuses to be manipulated anymore and decides to act despite sharing an ethnic 

group with Grossbart. The article, Racism still festers in Britain’s workplaces. It’s time to get 

tough also shares in some similarities with the Roth’s story as it also addresses issues around 

racism at the workplace, which is also cleared in Roth’s story when Grossbart gets better 

treatment unlike the others since he is a Jew like the boss. Republicans don’t think Trump’s 

tweets are racist. That fits a long American history of denying racism is also another article that 

exposes how Trump takes advantage of his white superiority to utter negative utterances 

portraying racial discrimination of the colored Americans, thus sanctioned racism. 
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