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William Butler Yeats 

On the thirteenth June 1965, William Butler Yeats was born in Dublin as the son to John, 

a renowned painter, and lawyer by profession who quitted practicing law and ventured in art due 

to his passion in the works of art. The mother, on the other side, came from a rich family that 

mainly traded in shipbuilding and milling in Siligo (Creed 184). Yeats also spent most of his 

summertime in Sligo, but from her childhood did not settle in one place as he could move to 

Dublin and back since his father had moved to London while searching for commissions. He 

schooled in high school in both London, Dublin, and Silgo (Maggioni 129). His choice of art was 

inspired by the fact that his family was mainly artistic, starting from his father, who had left his 

law profession to venture into art and his brother, who was a highly credited painter. The sisters 

were also in art, with one being a teacher of arts while the other a designer (Shokouhi). As time 

went by, Yeats had to identify his passion and started pursuing poetry, which was his primary 

calling. He as well engaged in writing plays and criticizing most of the literary works. Through 

his writings, The tower, and the winding stair and Galway and the swans, Yeats exposes his 

inspiration, mainly revitalizing Irish culture and her quest to establish her religious identity. 

Besides, being the winner of the Noble Prize for literature in 1923, William Butler Yeats was one 

of the best poets and playwrights in the 20th century of English Literature. William Butler Yeats 
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was a master of traditional verse forms, as well as a master of modern poetry inspired by his Irish 

identity. 

O’Learys had a significant influence in the life, the ideology, and the poetry work that 

was composed by Yeats. His doctrine of nationalism with a strong belief in the need for Irish 

independence from the hands of the colonizers was inspired by O’Learys, who was also a 

member of the Irish Republican Brotherhood and its financial manager after 1845. O’Learys was 

a great nationalist whose values and ideology was against the oppression of the Irish people, thus 

making him finish his studies in law since, by doing so, he was to make an oath of allegiance that 

was needed for a barrister. By his actions, he inspired Yeats, who also became a member of the 

Irish Republican Brotherhood, a movement that was aimed at bringing a revolution (Maggioni 

132). However, Yeats became a docile member of the group after the protests and violence 

around the 1920s since he did not as much believe in violence (Maggioni 133). However, 

O’Learys shaped Yeats's ideology and inspired his passion in politics, especially the fact that he 

later appointed senator for Irish Free State. His association with O’Learys also contributed to his 

dislike for political liberalism and individualism, which had taken over the society by that time 

and eventually prompted to compose marching songs which, although they were never used they 

were essential in supporting the movement (Maggioni 131). He believed that the moves were 

crucial and critical to the success of nationalism, generally acquiring public order in the 

community. As a result, he also developed as an elitist who had strong support of mob rule, 

arguing that it was the best way to achieve good governance and that democracy was a threat to 

achieving social order (Maggioni 135). He, therefore, had a strong liking and support for 

authoritarian leadership, which he believed was the principal and surest way to achieve ideal 

nationalism. He mainly articulated his feelings and ideas through poetry that communicated his 
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personality, ideology, and beliefs that he was confident would bring sanity to the state at that 

time. 

Maud was one of the people who also influenced the life and inspired some of the poetic 

works that were done by Yeats. Maud was of British descent born to an army officer of Britain 

descent but was, on the other hand, a vocal person in the fight for Irish independence (Zhang and 

Wang 134). She was even at one-time spokesperson of the Irish independence movement holding 

rallies and championing for the need for self-rule in Ireland. She also inspired and contributed to 

the nationalist cause by Yeats. Since their meeting in 1989, Maud and Yeats became friends for a 

long time to an extent where Yeats had developed a love for her, which in some way was like 

infatuation (Zhang, and Wang 148). He went ahead and proposed to him three times in three 

consecutive years from 1899 but was denied the chance and opportunity to have a marriage with 

him thus his disappointment in life and it is at that time that he did acknowledge the fact that, 

"the troubling of my life began" (Zhang, and Wang 145). Just after meeting Maud, the life and 

works done by Maud changed, and most of his poetic works after that featured the experiences 

and the feelings she had for Maud even after Maud had gone ahead and married MacBride (Yoon 

9). Besides that disappointment, Yeats was also a protestant, thus hated the conversation and 

opinions that Maud had on Catholicism (Shokouhi 508). Despite the fact that Maud had married, 

her union did not almost ending up to a divorce case at the court which the court did not consent 

to but gave them a separation verdict but did also not rule out on the fortune of the children but 

allowed MacBride the rights to be visiting to check and see his children (Zhang, and Wang 150). 

Maud then got to a relationship with Yeats, but it did not last. Generally, his love with Maud had 

an impact in his ideology and contributed to some of the themes in his poems and letters. 
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Ezra Pound to the political ideology of Yeats, potentially making him develop the spirit 

of the by then nationalist movement, thus his significant participation. Ezra Pound was mainly a 

critic of poor leadership that did not accept his ideology, a fact that later led to his detention and 

incarceration with the American government (Sung 244). Like Yeats, he was a poet and literary 

critic whose work was mainly directed to addressing lousy leadership. While working as the 

secretary to Yeasts, he contributed to his political awareness and encouraged him to adopt the 

spirit of nationalism. Yeast and Pound and Yeasts met in 1909 in London when Yeats had made 

an effort to meet the old poet who he believed was the only of the times whose work articulated 

the themes that were politically sensitive at that time (Sung 242). The fact that Pound had also 

published several publications that were mainly criticisms of political enslavement at that time 

made Yeats develop a passion for his work and interest to work together with him. As a result, 

Pound acted as the secretary to Yeats at that time when they spent over seven years together in 

Ashdown Forest during the winter (Yoon 8). They, however, got to a disagreement when Pound 

organized for the publication of Yeats’s work in the Poetry magazine without his consent, even 

though it was to be done with some alterations (Sung 247). Pound is credited to be the one who 

inspired Yeats to develop aristocratic drama, which was original to Pound. Generally, while 

working as secretary to Yeats, Pound significantly contributed to the political ideology of Yeats 

and inspired his artwork. 

In conclusion, Yeats was a great lover of his poetry, mainly due to the fact he was 

inspired to write them with the current events that were affecting the society. He also wrote 

poems that were expressing his views, feeling, and current occurrences of his life. He, for 

example, wrote several poems addressing his relationship with Maud, who was mainly his dream 

girlfriend who had proposed to three times while being turned down. Many of the poems that he 
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wrote to address the issue primarily were in remembrance of the little time they had spent 

together and to express his disappointment after he was turned down by Maud. He was inspired 

to get to the art by the fact that his family starting from the father to the sisters and his brothers, 

had all ventured in art. His father had ditched his profession in law to join art, which was mainly 

his passion. Over the years and as time went by, Yeats developed in his poetry, and most of his 

publications since most of his works were addressing current issues that were affecting society 

by that time. His status thus developed as he also got more famous, thus leading to him scooping 

a Nobel Prize in 1923 due to his work in literature. He then was appointed as a senator but also 

continued engaging in producing more poetic works. 
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