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The Great Leap Famine 

The article, The Great Leap Famine and Amartya Sen by Chang-Dae Hyun was published 

in 2019 and mainly discussed the cause and the effects of the Great Leap Famine. Hun argues 

that the famine was mainly brought about by political radicalism enhanced by unrealistic and 

unwell thought and discussed policies propagated by the nondemocratic ruling regime. Besides, 

the political class and government leaders focused more on the safety of their jobs thus being 

used in implementing ineffective policies that will unrealistic goals that caused starvation. 

Besides the fact that various scholars differed on the amount of people that suffered due 

to the famine, the Great Leap Famine is estimated to have affected between twenty five million 

to forty five million Chinese people with most affected being the poor (Hyun, 2019). The author 

argues that the famine could have been prevented if the country was independent, democratic, 

and allowed the freedom of the press. Further, the government blindly enforced policies without 

proper discussion and evaluation of their effects thus leading to the famine. 

Moreover, curtailing the freedom of the press and activists prevented the government 

from getting to know the effects of the process. The government also ignored the people 

suffering with famine in the villagers thus increasing the adversity of the catastrophe (Hyun, 

2019). The author also discusses how efforts from the elite groups to address the effects of the 

famine at early stage led to the victimization and persecution thus causing fear that escalated the 

effects and growth of the famine. 

Conclusively the author mainly argues that political radicalization, curtailing of the 

freedom of the press, and lack of democracy led to the great leap famine. The article argues that 

millions of people were affected by the famine thus leading to unfrequented deaths. The author 
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uses references most of which had historic facts to support his argument. Besides, he uses 

articles that critiqued the famine and are n line with his ideology to support his argument.  
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