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SAME-SEX ADOPTION 

 

LGBTQ have made significant progress in dealing with segregation and raising 

awareness on the different ways they are stigmatized. Recently, their biggest stride yet has 

been in legalizing same-sex marriages. However, a lot more will be necessary to eradicate the 

challenges that LGBTQ faces in their daily lives. A significant amount of research shows that 

Same-sex parents face many complications. Despite the progress made in reducing legal 

complications for LGBTQ, same-sex parents still face numerous legal challenges. This 

document explores an article stating the author’s strongest argument as adoptions should be 

legal, and the different adoptions laws in different states make it challenging for same-sex 

parents. It also discusses the weak argument on religion being a major challenge in the 

adoption laws for same-sex parents and how the argument could have been developed.  

Strong Argument 

The author's strongest argument is that the different adoption laws in varying states 

make it challenging for Same-sex parents to have children. The author gives examples of how 

the various laws make it difficult for Same-sex parents. For instance, he mentions that same-

sex parents may have their rights protected in one state and then move to another state and 

find legal challenges in another (Harris, 2017). The author reports on studies on the issue, 

which dictate that unmarried same-sex parents face more challenges. The author has 

presented interviews with professionals to prove her claim further. Direct quotes are used to  

back up the information provided. For instance, the author includes an interview with Cathy 

Sakimura, the deputy director and family law director of the lesbian Rights National 

Centre(Harris, 2017). Cathy supports the author’s argument stating, "there are very different 

laws from state to state in terms of how parents are protected especially if they are 

unmarried.”   

The author also employs logos in persuading the audience. She mentions that different 

states could have completely contradictory laws proving a challenge to same-sex parents. 
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Harris builds a logical argument by stating facts and giving examples. For instance, he 

mentions that it is prohibited to prevent adoption based on sexual orientation in states like 

Massachusetts and Maryland. The author then provides an example of a different state where 

discriminatory behavior is acceptable by referencing South Dakota(Harris, 2017). In South 

Dakota, adaption provision laws have religious exemptions. They allow adoption agencies to 

prevent children from getting into families that violate their religious beliefs. Some states 

require same-sex parents to go through tedious and long processes before becoming parents. 

Harris mentions that some same-sex couples get to hear utterances like "we don't serve your 

kind here." This strategy creates an emotional appeal that allows the readers to understand 

better and imagine same-sex parents must be experiencing. Including confessions from same-

sex parents complaining about their struggles as they tried to have children puts a situation 

into context that most readers might not be aware of.  

Weak Argument 

The author’s weaker argument is that religious affiliations play a major role as 

barriers to same-sex parenting. In the article, religious affiliations seem like a secondary 

challenge to same-sex marriages. However, they are the reason why laws prevent same-sex 

marriages. The author could have discussed institutions' religious affiliations as 

discriminatory since they serve diverse populations. The author could have mentioned 

religious affiliations extent as the problem behind discriminatory adoption behavior since a 

significant amount of laws that prevent same-sex marriages are based on religion (Ogolsky et 

al., 2019). The author could then provide examples such as the South Dakota example of how 

the law is governed by religious structures that do not allow same-sex parenting(Harris, 

2017). Harris mentions that in some areas, only agencies with religious affiliations serve for 

adoption, which is a significant challenge. This would be saying the underlying problems and 

getting to the root cause of the issue to devise effective solutions. A considerable amount of 
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data can be found on how religion accounts for some part of discriminatory behavior in the 

law. By doing this, the author could have addressed a much deeper issue of what causes legal 

complications for same-sex parenting and identified religion with the help of numerous data.  

To sum up, the author's most effective argument on the issue of same-sex parents is 

that different state laws are the single greatest legal challenges for LGBTQ to have children. 

She employs ethos and logos to persuade the audience of her stance. Harris offers examples 

of how different states have different laws, which could be completely contradictory. The 

author mentions that some states are governed by religious affiliations in such matters, which 

also cause legal challenges. The issue of religion causing legal problems is Harris's weak 

argument. Harris does not mention to what extent religion governs adoption laws in some 

states and how they affect same-sex parenting, which could help strengthen her argument. 
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