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Introduction 

The President, together with the vice president, is elected by a group of people in the 

Electoral college, who the constitution recognizes. In America, the system is formed in every 4 

years to elect the President and the Vice. In the elections of 2000 in Florida, there was a scandal 

with the Electoral College (Crotty, 2018). President George W. Bush was elected as President 

under inauspicious events. He had lost the national popular vote but had the bare majority's votes 

because of the victory in Florida, which was highly contested. This scandal brought questions on 

the credibility of the Electoral College on whether it should be abolished entirely or just changed, 

as discussed. 

How the Electoral College works 

The Electoral College comprises of various selected electors who elect the President, the 

Vice, and count the congress electoral votes. The Electoral College comprises of 538 electors. 

For a president to be elected, he or she requires 270 votes from the Electoral College (Crotty, 

2018). Every state is delegated an equal number of electors with the congressional delegation. It 

means that for every member of the "house of representatives', there is one for each and two 

additional senators. Every candidate for the presidency has an electors group called the Slates. 

The Slates are selected in every state by the political party, and this process is regulated by the 

various state laws. After the general election, Every state Governor creates an ascertainment 

certificate list, which bares the names of individuals in each slate for all candidates. It also lists 

the total vote numbers for all people and shows who is selected as state electors in all states. 

Ascertainment certificates of every state are sent to NARA as part of the records which are 

official on the Presidential election. 
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The electors’ meeting is held in December when the second Wednesday passes, every 

first Monday when the election is conducted. All electors hold meetings in states respectively to 

vote in separate ballot boxes for the President and vice president. A certificate of the vote is used 

to record the states' electoral votes. The certificate of votes is prepared by the electors at the 

meeting. Congress receives the States' vote certificates and counts them. NARA, as a congress 

part, records the official results of the election. The electoral votes of each state in a session that 

is joined with the Congress are counted on January 6th the following year after the meeting by 

electors. Senate members and the House members count the electoral votes officially in the 

House Chamber. The senate's President, who is also the vice president of the country, overviews 

the counting process and is in charge of the results announcement. The Senate's President 

declares if there is a winner or not, and if there is, the Senate president declares them as the 

elected candidates. The President who is elected is then sworn in the year that follows the 

general election on date 20th of January. 

Pros  

The significance of keeping the system is that the smaller states remain relevant in 

politics in the United States. The popular vote is not an appropriate method if used alone because 

candidates will concentrate on metro areas that are densely populated like Chicago and New 

York. The candidates will have little to no reason to take into consideration small states like 

Lowa because of their small number of voters (Ross, 2019). By having an Electoral College, 

these starts are not overlooked by candidates. The small states are given weight in political 

processes.  

Additionally, The Electoral College gives widely accepted clean elections ending.  The 

system makes presidential elections to be less contentious by the clear ending they give. In the 
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case of voting issues, a national recount will not be required since the problem can be dealt in 

States level. Moreover, for a candidate to win, he or she must have a national coalition since the 

garnering of voters from all regions is required.  The Electoral College also makes it simple for 

campaigns. The candidates battle for the states they are not sure of the votes enabling successful 

campaigns. 

Cons 

The system makes people feel like their votes do not matter, which is true. In the case of 

Florida, their votes did not really matter since the President was not the one they voted in mostly. 

Some states have lower voter participation, and eliminating the system would increase the 

number of voters and increase engagement in the political processes for Americans. The 

Electoral College gives swing states a lot of power (Edwards, 2019). It makes the swing states 

like Florida and Ohio get the most attention, which is unfair. Additionally, the Electoral College 

and popular vote can clash. In 2000, AI Gore lost the Electoral College. He, however, won the 

popular vote. He was denied the presidency by the Electoral College, and the Americans were 

not happy about it. They felt as if their votes did not matter, and that is an example of why the 

Electoral College should be banished. 

Proposal for changing the Electoral College 

Compulsory voting is a method that will enhance the effectiveness of elections in the 

country (Bugh, 2018). In the U.S, voting is not a must for citizens, so the ones who show up 

decide the outcomes. Therefore politicians focus their message on getting their supporters to go 

and vote instead of winning overall citizens. Compulsory voting will be a solution to it. The 

current rationale of the Electoral College will be enhanced to work sufficiently if compulsory 

voting is done in all states. More people will be involved in removing the unfairness from swing 
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states. Considering the impact that the Electoral College has on the Presidential elections, it is 

essential that everyone gets to vote and their voice heard in this political process so that what 

happened in Florida 2000 does not repeat itself.  

Conclusion 

In Florida, the voters’ voice was not represented in the results. The Electoral College, like 

any system, has its glitches. However, it is credible for how it gives a definite ending of an 

election. This does not legitimize its ineffectiveness in representing the peoples' opinions. It has 

some valid benefits for why it should be kept and may be adjusted but also has some qualities to 

it that it would instead be abolished. 
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